
Advanced

Composition-Preparing for

College Writing

Teacher: Beth Troyer Tuition: $80/semester

Course Description: This class is designed to prepare students for the type of writing assignments they will
encounter in college. The goal of instruction is for students to learn how to communicate their ideas effectively
as they develop both critical thinking skills and the ability to recognize and formulate persuasive, well-reasoned
arguments. After an initial tutorial on writing personal statements for college applications, students will learn
how to write summary/response, rhetorical analysis, argumentative, and personal narrative essays as well as a
research paper in MLA format.  I will use an online grading system so that parents can monitor their student’s
progress.

Requirements and Expectations: Advanced Composition is open to juniors and seniors who have taken
basic composition and literature analysis. Students are expected to have mastered the skill of writing coherent,
grammatically-correct essays that support a well-defined thesis statement. Basic composition alone is not
adequate preparation for this class. Students also need experience with literature analysis to further hone their
analytical and organizational skills before taking this class. Keyboarding proficiency is required. Students must
have reliable access to the internet and a printer. Students can expect to spend at least two hours per week
outside of class to complete assignments.

Materials Needed: Materials for this class will be almost entirely web-based. Students will need to purchase
The Lively Art of Writing by Lucile Vaughan Payne (a used copy without highlighting or
annotations is acceptable).

An Important Note about Credit: This class will satisfy the composition requirement only for one high
school English credit. To earn one full English credit, students will need to complete an additional literature
component. I recommend the series Excellence in Literature: Reading and Writing Through the Classics
by Janice Campbell
American Literature: A Survey Course (English III) ISBN-10: 0977468569
or
British Literature: A Survey Course (English IV) ISBN-10: 162341184X
These workbooks are written to the student and are designed for self-directed study.


